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Art of Accompaniment
“And it happened that while they were conversing and debating, Jesus himself drew near and
walked with them, but their eyes were prevented
from recognizing him. He asked them, “What are
you discussing as you walk along?” They stopped,
looking downcast. One of them, named Cleopas,
said to him in reply, “Are you the only visitor to
Jerusalem who does not know of the things that
have taken place there in these days?”
					- Luke 24:15-18
Like the two disciples on the way to Emmaus, we
are immersed in our everyday life. We are immersed even in religious and spiritual endeavors,
in varying degrees. We have some knowledge of
the demands of the Christian way of life, and we
seek to be faithful. At times, we succeed. At other
times, we fail, and when we do, we need to stop
to reflect and ask, “What happened? What did I
miss? How can I do to do better next time?”
Like the two disciples on the way to Emmaus,
Jesus draws near to us, and perhaps, our eyes
too are prevented from recognizing Him. Jesus
is here to meet us where we are. Jesus is here to
help us correctly understand the events that happen around us. Jesus is here breaking bread with
us, sharing Himself with us so that we may break
bread with others, sharing ourselves with them
on the way of life.

life. Art recognizes the need to fine tune things
that comes from the willingness to listen, the
willingness to accept mistakes, the willingness to try something new, and the willingness
to persevere and not give up in doing what is
right.
To help us rediscover the Art of Accompaniment, our parish mission will focus on the
theme of the Art of Accompaniment. Please
save the dates: March 13-15, Sunday-Tuesday,
from 7 until 8:30 PM. The parish mission will
be offered via Zoom. Participants may join at
home or gather in person in the Parish Center.
There will be time for small group discussion:
those joining online will go to ‘break rooms’
and those gathering in person will divine into
smaller groups. The Zoom link will be available
on www.stpatricksvictor.org.
Let us be fellow companions on the journey.
Jesus leads us and He is our way.
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Jesus Christ and the
Spirit of Accompaniment
The listening sessions conducted in and out of
the parish for the 2021-23 Synod, to our benefit,
have brought more prominence to the word ‘accompaniment’. During the sessions, people reflected on their experience of the Church, and as
expected, their experiences were diverse. There
is value in sharing these experiences, for hearing
one another, we may discern the Holy Spirit at
work in our midst, guiding us closer both to God
and one another.
This Lent and Easter, let us reflect on accompaniment in the light of Jesus Christ, specifically
through the Stations of the Cross. Let us unpack
the following reflection questions,

• “In what ways have I allowed Jesus to be my
companion and guide?”
• “In what ways have I allowed the example of
Jesus to shape the way that I accompany others?”
First Station: Jesus is condemned to death.
Have I learned from Jesus to see the will of the
Father in those who exercise authority over me?
Does my obedience reflect the trust of Jesus in
the will of God the Father? Have I borne unjust
condemnation out of trust in God and of love for
others?
Second Station: Jesus carried His Cross. Have I
learned from Jesus that in life we bear crosses
that the Father has chosen for us? What burdens
in my life have I asked Jesus to carry with me?
What lessons have I learned from willingly carrying the weight of my cross?
Third Station: Jesus falls the first time. Have I
learned from Jesus the virtue of humility –owning my human weakness that causes me to fall?
What are my weaknesses – lack of charity, impatience, indifference, illnesses, etc? Do I gladly
suffer my weaknesses so as to rely more and
more on God’s grace?
Fourth Station: Jesus meets His Mother. Have I

learned from Jesus to let my loved ones see
my heartaches, pain, and grief? Do I, like Jesus,
watch and become attentive to the heartaches,
pain, and grief of my loved ones? What do I do
to alleviate the burdens of my father and mother?
Fifth Station: Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus carry
His Cross. Have I learned from Jesus to let others
help me when my strength has failed or is gone?
How do I relieve others of the burden of their
cross – listen to them and offer counsel, pray for
them, go out for coffee, babysit for them, cook a
dinner for them, etc?
Sixth Station: Veronica wipes the face of Jesus. Have I learned from Jesus to be attentive
to His bloody face? Do I recognize the bloody
faces around me – what about those who are
going through mental anguish? Whose bloody
face have I wiped lately – a crying child, my sad
spouse, a struggling co-worker, a bitter friend,
etc?
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Seventh Station: Jesus falls the second time.
Have I learned from Jesus the virtue of perseverance? How many times have I said, “I cannot
deal with this,” or “It’s not fair”? Have I prayed
for a bit more of courage, patience, understanding, whatever else I needed to take another
step?
Eighth Station: Jesus consoles the women of
Jerusalem. Have I learned from Jesus to acknowledge those who weep for me? Why would
people weep for me? How do I engage with
those who ridicule me, misunderstand me, and
might think ill of me? Do I seek to understand
them, even to have pity for them?
Ninth Station: Jesus falls the third time. Have I
learned from Jesus the power of the will? That
when I am drained of every ounce of physical
strength, I still have my will. When were those
times when I held on to the hand of Jesus just so
I would not give in to despair, just so I never give
in to the deception that someone or something
can outweigh what Jesus continues to do for
me?
Tenth Station: Jesus is stripped of his clothes.
Have I learned from Jesus to take serious ownership of God – to be poor in spirit that I may be
rich in God? Is there anything earthly that will
outshine my identity as a child of God? Have I
generously given to others to the point of becoming ‘naked’?
Eleventh Station: Jesus is crucified. Have I
learned from Jesus to allow my hands to bear
holes that I may not seize and hold on to anything except what God the Father grants me?
Have I allowed the Cross to lift me up to God?
For whom have I made sacrifices in life?
Twelfth Station: Jesus dies on the Cross. Have I
learned from Jesus to spend every breath of my
life for God alone? Living for God, have I made
myself available to those whom God has intentionally placed on my path? How am life-giving
to the people around me, to my parish?
Thirteenth Station: Jesus is taken down from the
Cross. Have I learned from Jesus that my life is
a loving sacrifice for God and for my neighbor?
Have I accepted the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass
as the pattern of my life? Do I find it a blessing
to say these words of Jesus, “This is My Body,
which will be given up for you”?
Fourteenth Station: Jesus is buried. Have I
learned from Jesus that I had been baptized in
4
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Him – immersed in waters, I share in His passion,
to suffer for others, and I share in His death that
my old self may die in Him? Do I hold grudges or
am I quick to bury the faults of others and focus
instead on their goodness?
Fifteen Station: Jesus rose from the dead. Have
I learned from Jesus that I had been baptized in
Him – taken out of the water, I share in His resurrection? That I had to die to myself so that Jesus
may live in me, so that I may live as His Church
who carries out His mission in my family, in my
parish, and in the world today?
We, Christians, see the Paschal Mystery, that is,
the passion, death, and resurrection of Jesus as
the heart of the saving mystery of God. On the
one hand, our humanity has been our downfall.
On the other hand, as Jesus assumed our flesh
and blood, humanity has become a source of our
redemption.
For the spirit of true accompaniment, let us look
to and learn from Jesus, by imitating what He
has done for us. After all, Jesus Himself called
disciples to follow Him. And in the spirit of true
accompaniment, let us be like Jesus for one another. After all, Jesus sent us for mission, at least,
two by two. The Gospel message is divine and
human love. We are disciples who accompany
each other closer to Christ. We are the Church
who accompany the world to God.
Father Edison is grateful to God for
the opportunities offered to us by
the Synod. The Synod reminds us
the we are fellow disciples of the
journey, and Jesus Christ is our Way,
our Truth, and our Life.
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Sandwich Generation:
We Journey Together
By Teresa Sheffer

Towards the end of 2021, I was blessed to be
able to retire allowing me the time to help our
family – our parents and our children. Our children are all young adults in their 20’s now and
our parents are in their 70’s. In January 2021, we
had to place my mom in a memory care home,
and I started to feel the pinch of a term that she
taught me… “sandwich generation.” I remember
her having books on the topic around home in
my early adulthood
when her parents were moving
among different
apartments and
facilities as their
needs required. If
you don’t know
the term, there
are many different
definitions, but the
one that fits for us
is the generation in
the middle having at once aging
parents and maturing young adult
children to accompany, support,
and care for. This
also means facing some “turned tables;” we are
parenting parents and our children are (trying)
to parent us or certainly challenge our parenting
on some important topics! One way this works
to everyone’s advantage is around technology.
Each younger generation keeps the next generation up with the everchanging and expanding world of technology. However, there are so
many other serious areas that need attention like
finances, and emotional, spiritual, and physical
support that are not as easy to navigate by the
middle generation. I retired to help provide these
areas of support for our family.
With this newfound time, I fell back to a phrase
our children heard a lot while growing up: God,

family, work and then everything else. With
work out of the way and the 20+ years that had
passed with the kids, I now refined my definition
slightly: God, family (spouse, children, parents),
church family, and then everything else. My
definition has become more specific – it better
reflects my relationship with God as it continues
to influence my relationship with His Church. Of
course, this refined definition is supported in
the Scriptures. For
example, Matthew
10:37-39, “Whoever loves father
or mother more
than me is not
worthy of me, and
whoever loves son
or daughter more
than me is not
worthy of me; and
whoever does not
take up his cross
and follow after me
is not worthy of
me. Whoever finds
his life will lose it,
and whoever loses
his life for my sake
will find it.” Jesus expands our understanding of our families
to the Church, the One Family of God that He
Himself gathers. And in Ephesians 5 and 6, Saint
Paul exhorts us about spousal and parent-child
relationships, patterned after the relationship
between Jesus and His Church: “Be subordinate
to one another out of reverence for Christ” (5:21)
and “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for
this is right.” (6:1). This refined definition helped
me to find balance and to plan how I would help
accompany my family on their ongoing journeys
of life.
Caring for our parents seemed easier at first.
I was motivated by a sense of gratitude and
indebtedness because of the wonderful life
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they gave us and then having watched them be
amazing grandparents to each of their grandchildren. My realization comes from lived faith:
it is the Fourth Commandment to “Honor thy
father and mother”! Also, it is the first theme of
Catholic Social Teaching – the dignity of every
human life, being made in the image and likeness of God, and thus, deserving of the utmost
respect at every stage of life. Lastly, it is our personal faith in having a caring Father in God and
a Savior in Jesus to whom I can turn to when I
find it hard to watch and participate in this aging
process. By hard times, I mean when my mom
has fallen and hospitalized, when she like a little
child looks at me, and when my dad is going
through the rollercoaster of emotions from being separated from my mom. All I can do is be
there and listen. And because of my faith, I am
stronger. I can continue to give them my time,
my prayers, and a lot of cooking to ease their
chores.
The children, on the other hand, as young adults,
have required us to learn new ways of relating
to and accompanying them. It is easy to look at
some things they decide or do and judge them,
thinking they are not living the life we wanted
for them or hoped they would live. We quickly
realized it is not our job to fix them, criticize
them, control their decisions, or interfere with
their marriages and life choices. So, when we see
some of their actions or decisions contradict our
Catholic faith and we think might result in poor
outcomes, we can only pray and sacrifice for
them like Saint Monica has shown us. Saint Monica faced serious challenges with her oldest son,
Augustine. Once, she even had to drive him from
home. She continued to pray for her son, and
she was consoled by a bishop with these words,
“It is not possible that the child of so many tears
shall perish.” Saint Monica herself said, “Nothing is far from God.” And we all know how her
story and her son’s turned out: she became Saint
Monica, and her son became Saint Augustine!
So, we pray for our children. We remember that
God has cared for them every minute of their
past and present, and He will continue to do so
in their future. Strengthened by faith, we can
listen to them, understand their dreams and current situations, and seize opportunities for ongoing dialogue.
Writing this article, I remembered an image that
we had at home when I was little. The image was
named “Stairway of Man’s Age.” The stairway
pointed to the common journey of man, alone at
every step except when he met and married his
6
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beloved. But I look at the stairs differently now. I
do not see just a man but also family and friends,
God and angels and saints, standing with the
man on each step, as companions on the journey
of life. I am thankful to God that my families are
all close to each other. This inter-generational
living shared among four generations provides
us a strong love and support system. I pray that
we in the middle generation may continue to
be role models and faithful companions for our
children. We trust in the wisdom that Proverbs
22:6 provides: “Train the young in the way they
should go; even when old, they will not swerve
from it.”
Teresa Sheffer, pictured here with
her mom, is one of three children
and is married to husband, Rick. Together they are parenting six young
adult children.

St. Patrick’s Playground

St. Patrick’s Church & Preschool, a non-profit organization, is planning a playground!
The playground will look similar to the one
pictured here and will include fencing along
with poured rubber flooring for extra cushion. We will begin fundraising once bishop
approval is received.
For additional information, please contact
Donna DeJoode at donna.dejoode@dor.org
or (585) 924-2800.

I Will Go Lord, If You Lead Me
By Deacon Aaron Kelly

There is something very powerful about music. There are certain songs that remind us of a
specific event or time in our life, such that every time we hear its melody or lyrics a flood of
memories rush upon us. For me, one of those
songs is “Here I Am, Lord” with its well-loved
refrain: “Here I am, Lord / Is it I, Lord? / I have
heard You calling in the night / I will go, Lord
/ If You lead me / I will hold Your people in
my heart.” Singing these words as a kid in the
children’s choir is one of my first memories of
thinking about priesthood. I remember thinking
that these words had a particular meaning for
me, that I was being called to do something, to
be of service. The lyrics truly became my prayer:
“Here I am, Lord, I will go, if you lead me, I will
hold your people in my heart.” I remember other
songs bringing similar thoughts, whether it was
“The Summons” or “Lead Me, Lord,” but they all
had one thing in common: call, service, vocation.
Now, 15+ years later, when I hear these songs
at Mass or think of the lyrics, I cannot help but
think of how God has been active and bringing
me from that point as an eight- or nine-year-old
to now, a transitional deacon, months before
ordination to the priesthood. Now the words
take on an even greater meaning and give voice
to my prayer. Little did I know, God was planting
the seeds of something which would take root

and grow with each passing year. All I had to do
is “go” and follow where He leads.
At the heart of every vocation, whether to
priesthood, religious life, or married life, is an
invitation and a response. One simply needs to
think of the Gospel when Christ calls the apostles. Christ goes to the apostles; He meets them
where they are and invites them to follow Him;
then they get up and follow. At that moment,
they do not know anything besides the fact
that they were called. They do not know why
they were called, where they are going, what
the future holds, or what their mission will be.
It is simply enough for them to hear the invitation and to get up and go. When they follow
the Lord, they are taken places they could have
never imagined, and they see and hear things
that exceed any expectations. Following, however, is not without challenges, it is not without
the cross. Life may have been easier if they had
stayed and did not heed the invitation. Christ
Himself said, “If any man would come after Me,
let him deny himself and take up his cross and
follow Me” (Mt 16:24). Yet, those who remain firm
in their response to the invitation soon realize
that the cross is followed by resurrection, sorrow
is overshadowed by joy, and death gives way to
abundant life. The true disciple of Christ follows
Spring 2022
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Him to the very end and in so doing experiences
life to the full.
This is the reality I have experienced over the
course of my life, especially over these past nine
years in seminary preparing for the priesthood.
Responding to Christ’s invitation to follow Him
has taken me on the adventure of a lifetime.
When we get out of the way, putting aside our
desires and plans, allowing Christ to take the
lead, He surpasses all our expectations. He takes
us where He wants us. He places people in our
lives that help us grow closer to Him, to help us
grow into the people He wants us to be. He offers us a peace and joy that can only come from
doing His will and fulfilling the very reason for
which we were created. Had you told me when I
was first singing those lyrics of “Here I Am, Lord”
in Horseheads, NY that I would have ended up
spending time in New York City, Washington, DC,
and Rome, Italy, I would not have believed you.
Yet, in saying “yes” and responding to God’s invitation, I have been afforded these opportunities,
have met countless people who have helped
make me who I am today, and have continued to
fall in love with Christ and his Church. The experience has not been without the cross, yet it is
continuously overcome by the joy of the resurrection
While Christ’s invitation to follow is something
that is personal, it is not something done in
isolation. We follow the Lord together, but each
in a particular way, in the particular mission, to
which we have been called. One of the great joys
of this journey has been the opportunity to walk
it with others. From my family and friends who
have been supportive and encouraging each
step of the way, to the parishioners and faithful
of the Diocese of Rochester who have supported
me by their encouragement and prayers, I would
not be where I am today without them. Like
the Twelve, who supported one another in their
vocation, this journey has been what it is because of the many priests and seminarians that
I have been able to walk it with. Every vocation
requires a support system. We must support one
another in living the Christian life by our encouragement and prayer, for at the heart of the
Church is communion. We must encourage one
another to follow the Lord, to stay close to him.
We need one another.
When I am asked why I want to be a priest, my
answer is simple: “To be a father.” From my first
memories of thinking about priesthood until
today, my desire has been to be a father to the
people entrusted to my care. I look forward to
8
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being able to walk with people in their journey of
faith, sharing in their joys and sorrows and helping to point out God’s presence in each moment
of their life. I look forward to helping others hear
the invitation the Lord is extending to them and
assist them in responding generously. One of my
favorite photos from my diaconate ordination is
from the Litany of the Saints when I was prostrate on the floor, with my family and the faithful
behind me. That photo captures my desire: to
completely lay down my life for Christ and his
Church, to serve the people of God, and to walk
with them on their journey towards heaven.
Each of us, in our own unique way, is being invited to give everything, to surrender ourselves,
and to allow the Lord to show us the way. When
we respond to the personal invitation that Christ
extends to us, going where He leads, our lives
will be full of joy and satisfaction because we
will be living as we were created to live. Even in
moments when we find ourselves in the shadow
of the cross, we will be guided by the glory and
light of the resurrection. We do not walk this
journey alone, rather, we walk it together and we
look to the countless number of those who have
gone before us, those who faithfully respond
to the Lord’s invitation to follow. Each day, may
we respond to the Lord’s invitation, making our
prayer those words that stood out to me so
long ago: “Here I am, Lord / Is it I, Lord? / I have
heard You calling in the night / I will go, Lord
/ If You lead me / I will hold Your people in my
heart.”
Deacon Aaron Kelly will be ordained
to the priesthood on July 2, 2022.
Please include him in your daily
prayers. Also save the date of his ordination and see you at Sacred Heart
Cathedral.

BUYING OR SELLING?

Give me a call!

JAMIE SEIBOLD
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

C: 585.752.1764
O: 585.381.4770

jamieseibold@howardhanna.com
Pittsford Office
33 South Main St,
Pittsford, NY 14534

Parish Financial Update
July – December 2021

As our parish fiscal year reaches the halfway
point, I wanted to update everyone on our finances from the first six months of the current
fiscal year. Below, I have updates on our Collections, Capital Projects, CMA, and summary of our
results to date.

Collections.
You have generously donated $273,127 or 102%
of our budgeted amount of $266,996. The
revenue is comprised of our regular envelope
collections of $131,042, plate (cash) collections
of $18,164, Electronic Funds Transfers (EFT) of
$108,855 and Holy Days/Christmas of $15,066.
This represents a 6% increase over the same period last year due primarily to the increase in the
plate collections associated with the increase in
attendance.

Parish and Cemetery Capital Projects.
The 2021 Building projects approved by the
Building and Grounds Committee are mostly
completed. These projects included the repair
of the mortar on the exterior walls of the church
and Parish Offices, the repair of the front church
entrance steps, and the replacement the plexiglass covers for the stained-glass windows. The
last two projects will be completed this Spring.
The total cost of these projects is at the budgeted amount of $137,430. The cost of these projects is funded by the ongoing donations from
parishioners to the Building Fund and parish
budget surpluses.
St. Patrick’s Cemetery completed the roadway
expansion and the installation of a 96-niche
columbarium section for cremain burials. The
section includes paved walkways, benches, a
gazebo, and professional landscaping. The costs
of these projects were funded by the Cemetery
Communis Restricted Investment Account dedicated for cemetery improvements.

Catholic Ministries Appeal (CMA)
Campaign.
As of February 1, 270 households have donated

$89,133 (68%) towards our goal of $130,491. This
year’s parish CMA goal represents an increase of
$16,606 over last year’s goal. Last year, we had
a deficit of $11,397, which we paid using parish savings. We are making an appeal to every
household to help us make our CMA goal. We
find ourselves in an area of growth – Victor and
Farmington – and this coupled with closure of
some parishes in the diocese meant that we are
given extra financial responsibility. We need to
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and preschool. Attendance at Masses have been
steadily increasing. However, the challenges that
COVID continues to bring has put a strain on our
budget.
I would like to thank our parishioners for your
continued prayerful presence and financial support during these difficult times of COVID. Your
support of our collections and Building Fund
donations has allowed us to continue to support
the many needs of our parish community. The
Parish Finance Council has several plans over the
next couple months to reach out to parishioners
who have not donated towards the CMA Campaign in an effort to increase our participation
and donations.
increase our CMA participation rate from 25%.
Together, let us help our parish meet our goal.

Please continue to pray that God may continue
to bless our families and parish and keep everyone healthy and safe.

Comments.

Yours in Christ,

The first 6 months of the year have been extremely challenging time for everyone and have
certainly affected the operations of our parish

Richard ODonnell
Finance Director

CMA helps those in need.
In mid-January, Julie Randall from the Bishop
Sheen Housing Foundation shared with us how
your CMA contribution helps others. For those
who missed her stories, here they are:
A 60 year-old professional woman whose life
was turned upside down by a car accident and
subsequent brain injury. She manages pretty well
on social security income and is determined to
stay in her home with her dogs. Among other
issues her roof is leaking causing damage to
her home and her plumbing hasn’t functioned
in a few years. She arrived at our office with
her application and documents, having ‘taken a
shower’ on that rainy day. This week we are able
to start work on her roof which has been tarped
for over a year, the plumbing is next.
An older couple, with only social security as
income who have been heating rooms in their
home with space heaters as they are without
a working furnace for the past month as they
searched for help and their gas stove was leaking and had to be replaced, and their roof is
leaking! They connected with Wayne County
Weatherization who called us to help, and we
10
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were able to get the furnace replacement started.
A disabled, retired couple who have no hot
water and have been boiling water on the stove
to take sponge baths. Then their first-floor toilet
stopped flowing, and they could not fix it. We
are in the process of installing the hot water tank
and fixing the plumbing.

Support the CMA.
We are still raising $42,000 to meet our CMA
Goal.
Your help, your every dollar counts
$5, $10, $20…

East Ways to Donate:
• Text ‘CMA321’ to (585) 257-2929.
• Visit our parish website:
www.stpatricksvictor.org
• Or, email richard.odonnell@dor.org to help
with any type of payment arrangement

Accompaniment in Visitation
Throughout the life of the Church, the Real Presence of Christ for us in the Eucharist is acknowledged and appreciated. That when the faithful,
because of illness, could not anymore physically
participate at Mass, family members and friends
began praying with them and bringing them
Holy Communion.
At Saint Patrick’s, we are blessed to have Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion who
continue this ancient ministry that enables Jesus
to be really present to the sick. Let us hear their
stories…
I became part of the Visitation Ministry about
six months ago. The people I visit live in a senior
citizen building. We meet bimonthly and all in
attendance actively participate in the service
that includes prayers of thanksgiving and petition, and reception of the Holy Eucharist.
During these visits, the participation has increased. More prayers of petition are offered for
family, health, safety, etc. I am getting to know
the people on a more personal level, and they
are getting to know me. I share about myself and
my family which makes them feel safe to share
their lives with me.

Each time I visit, I say the prayer below. I know
I am not visiting alone. I know I am right where
God wants me to be. All will be well. I feel
blessed and honored to bring Jesus Christ to
this special group of people.

Prayer Before Making a Pastoral Visit
Lord, I thank You and praise You
for calling me to visit, in Your
name, those who suffer from illness, injury, or the challenges of
aging. I know You do not send me
forth alone but that You will walk
with me in Spirit as I touch the
lives of those experiencing pain or loss, anxiety
or anger, frustration or despair. I pray for respect
and reverence for the life of each individual I
visit, for a listening heart, and for Your guidance
that will provide me with wisdom, right judgment, and understanding. Bless me and send
me forth, assured in faith that You are with me as
I visit Your sick ones, those who are injured, the
frail of body, mind, and spirit, the elderly who
bear the burdens of old age. I go in the Spirit of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.
- Helen Sherman
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I have been a member of the
Visitation Ministry for nine years.
I remember thinking that if I were
not able to come to church, I
would hope that someone would
bring the Eucharist to me - so you
might say, “play it forward.” Until the pandemic, I went to Thompson Hospital
every week. As with other volunteer work that
I do, I get more than I give. People are so appreciative to be remembered. It is a pleasure to
share our faith with those who could not attend
church. During the pandemic, I have known a
couple who are not able to get out, due to compromised health. They participate in the Mass via
“livestream”. I bring them Holy Communion and
they are so pleased.
Through “Meals on Wheels,” I met another Catholic who is homebound. I asked her about Communion. She told me that no one had brought to
her Communion in several months. She was so
delighted when I told her I would bring her the
Eucharist.
I like to visit with people and I love the Eucharist
so this ministry is a perfect fit for me. I am so
glad to be a part of this ministry.
- Mary Jo Webster
I am new to the Visitation Ministry.
I started just before the pandemic.
I was attracted to this ministry
partly to provide myself with a
sense of purpose and more importantly because of my love for the
Holy Eucharist.
My first visitation was to a lifelong member of
our parish who had dementia and was in a nursing home facility. From our first meeting, I was
so captivated with how she was able to respond
to all the petitions without any hesitation. It was
clearly evident to me that she was still walking
the life of faith.
Recently, I have been blessed to bring the Holy
Eucharist to a lovely person who is homebound
because of a progressive neurological disease.
Her coming to terms with her disease and her
determination to live life to the fullest by continuing to work from home has earned her my
respect and admiration. The exposure to these
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very special faith-filled people have brought me
closer to God and broaden my perspective on
my own life especially when encountering others
who have it worse off than myself.
- Janet Martz
My journey in the Visitation Ministry began 5 years ago, with the
Prison Ministry. I would bring the
Body of Christ to feed the souls
of the inmates. The inmates were
grateful and appreciative to receive Holy Communion.
Currently I visit three homebound parishioners.
Bringing Communion to them has brought me
laughter, joy, and sadness. Laughter as I sit and
visit and talk around a table, joy as I see a friend
and parishioner grow closer to Jesus, and sadness to see their progressive deterioration due
to advanced age and/or illness.
Fr. Edison has been a great “sounding board”
for me and I have witnessed God use him in
an intervention in one of my homebound visits. I was trying to help a friend in a particular
struggle and offered to give her Father’s phone
number so she could speak with him when she
was ready. Somehow, I inadvertently dialed his
number and before I could cancel the call, Father Edison answered. I tried to apologize for the
mistake, but he asked to speak with the parishioner, and the rest as they say is history. The parishioner and I were both joyful at the outcome
of her conversation with Father.
I believe we can bring peace and calm to a soul
that loves God, and this may very well involve
helping the person to confront his/her personal
struggles.
What a gift we have in bringing the Eucharist to
the homebound. I am reminded of what our Lord
said in John 6:53-54, “Truly, truly, I say to you,
unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and
drink His blood, you have no life in you; he who
eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal
life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”
- Helen Barnes
To learn more about the Visitation Ministry, please
contact Helen Barnes through (585) 298-2247.

Pew Partners
By Helen Sherman and Janet Martz

We never know what God has in store for
us! My name is Helen Sherman and I have
been a member of St. Patrick's Parish for over
forty years. The Saturday Vigil (4:30) Mass has
been my Mass of choice. Due to my husband’s
disability, I attended Mass alone. About 10 years
ago, I realized that each week I sat down in the
same pew, the same woman was sitting next to
me. The thought went on for probably about
4 weeks. In as much as we sat next to each
other each week, I decided it was time for me
to introduce myself. So, with that introduction,
our journey together began. Little did either one
of us have any
idea where our
journey would
take us.
I learned
that Janet
Martz lived in
Farmington
with her
husband
and had two
grown children
and seven
grandchildren
and recently
had joined
our parish.
Janet learned
about my two
daughters
and four
grandchildren, where I worked, that I had been
a member of the parish for over 40 years and
that my husband was disabled. Each week after
Mass we stood in the parking lot talking until
all the cars were gone. Father Edison would
stop and say hi on his way back to the Rectory.
The pattern of sitting together each week and
talking in the parking lot continued week after
week. Again, never realizing where the Holy
Spirit was leading us and what He had in mind
for our lives, it probably was a good thing we
did not know what lay ahead. The Holy Spirit has
plans for each of us that we would not realize
until sometime later. As Janet and I learned more
about each other, our mutual trust grew. We

became more comfortable sharing the personal
aspects of our lives.
As Janet shared with me that her husband was
not feeling well, I, the nurse, tried to figure out
what might be the problem. I really thought it
was probably a passing thing and all would be
well. I told her that I would pray for him and
I was sure he would be okay. As the weeks
passed, his condition deteriorated. My goal was
to support Janet the best way I could – mainly
through prayers and just being there to listen, if
and when she needed me. Our “after Mass” talks
in the parking lot
took a different
turn. Now we were
focused on what
the week had
presented to Janet
and her family.
Usually we talked
about doctor’s
visits, medical
treatments, and
how things were
going in general.
Again, my job
during this time
was to pray and
be there to listen.
Janet's husband
was diagnosed
with multiple
myeloma. I was
heartbroken as my newly found friend had
a challenging road ahead. Janet and I talked
about the fact that he would have treatment,
his disease would be manageable, and he would
return to full health. All would be well. But the
Holy Spirit had a different outcome in mind. All
we could do was to “take it to prayer,” trust and
try to accept God’s plan. As the days and weeks
followed, our parking lot conversations became
intense. On August 1, 2016, God called Janet’s
husband, Lewie, home to heaven. I continued my
prayers and support for Janet and her family.
During this time, my own husband’s disability
and overall health worsened. In 1955, the year
the Salk Vaccine was introduced, Bud was
Spring 2022
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diagnosed with Paralytic Polio. As he aged
into his 50’s, he was diagnosed with Post-Polio
Syndrome. Many surgeries and hospitalizations
ensued, culminating in the amputation of his leg
due to an infection. His lungs and kidneys were
failing. My goal was to keep him home as long
as I could. This meant leaving my job so I could
care for him. My road was long, and the hardest
part was watching him suffer. But the two things
that I had with me all that time was God, the
Holy Spirit, and my pew partner, Janet.
My husband went home to God on April 12, 2018.
So, where are Janet and I today? We are still
pew partners. Most weekday mornings, Janet
and I attend the morning Mass. Janet continues
her volunteer work at Serenity House.
She brings home-delivered meals once a week
for the Office for the Aging. We are both
involved in a Christian Book Club. I am a member
and secretary of the Parish Pastoral Council. I
lector once a week at morning Mass. We bring
Holy Communion to homebound parishioners
on a regular basis. We both pray, light candles,
share a pew, and still talk in the parking lot.
When Covid closed the churches, Janet and I
watched Mass live stream. At the Sign of Peace,

Isaac has been a part of the local community for
75 years. We’re proud to stand behind our heating and
air conditioning products and our work!
We understand that you’re buying more than a furnace
or air conditioner—you’re looking for a company and a
customer service team with integrity. Whatever your
situation, Isaac’s highly trained professionals will educate
you about your options and help you decide which
solution is best for your needs and budget.

IsaacHeating.com

Call (585) 546-1400

HVAC | Healthy Home Assessments | Plumbing | Electrical
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we electronically sent each other the “Sign of
Peace”!
It was not until sometime later that we realized
the workings of the Holy Spirit in our lives.
We believe that God brought us together so
that we would be able to support each other
during the most difficult times of our lives. Our
reciprocated respect, emotional support, and
shared admiration remain with us today.
Because of our shared belief in God, our Catholic
faith, our membership in our parish and our
“journeying together,” we are standing on solid
ground. Where do our futures lie? We are not
sure about that. But one thing is for sure, Janet
and I will continue to be “pew partners,” talkers
in the parking lot, and best of friends for a long
time to come. The Holy Spirit continues to guide,
support, watch over, and “journey” with us.

Helen Sherman

Janet Martz

Aurora’s
Barber & Beauty Shop

SAINT PATRICK’S SPECIAL:

Complimentary facial wax for women
Complimentary shampoo with men’s cut

150 Phoenix Mills Plaza Victor, NY 14564
585.924.3000 or 585.406.3290
MON-FRI: 8 am-7 pm SAT: 8 am-3 pm

“For I Was in Prison and You
Visited Me…”
By Jeff Dibble

In thinking about how the Church has accompanied me in my life, I think about Sunday Bible
School, singing, “Jesus Loves Me This I Know…”
I also recall my experiences of Catholic School,
youth group, and doing missionary work.
More recently through, I recall just this past
Christmas. How several of you (parishioners)
took your time to personally address Christmas
cards, that were personally delivered to us here
in jail. Even persons with the hardest hearts
smiled as they read through your Christmas
greetings and wishes. Some inmates showed
other inmates what you had written to them.
Your Christmas cards warmed our hearts, and
these had been displayed with joy on the desks
in our cells. I had my cards up until the end of
January.
This week, I got a confirmation for a package
that a parishioner ordered for the guys in my
unit. Saint Valentine’s Day is approaching. In jail,
a lot of guys feel unloved. Through these packets of coffee and granola bars that you sent,
we will be reminded that God loves us and the
Church does as well.
Next, I think about how despite the COVID
pandemic and jail restrictions, two volunteers
(one from St. Pat’s) make sure that we get the

Sunday Mass in some form here. They send us
a packet consisting of the Sunday readings, a
Gospel message, some Scripture-based insights,
and some fun facts and stories to lift our spirits.
We also receive Bible Study Correspondence
Courses, free of charge. All these remind us that
we are not forgotten.
Another way that the Church has been accompanying me and my fellow inmates are the
weekly opportunities for Confession and Spiritual Guidance. I have been working with Father
Edison every Friday to reconcile my relationship
with God and with my parents as well.
Lastly, when I think of accompaniment, I think
of the people in Church who have said that they
are praying for me and my current situation.
Your prayers, Father Edison’s time, the opportunities to grow in faith, being part of the Mass, to
feel not forgotten but loved, and your generosity
have been a blessing to me and others. So, thank
you, and may God bless you always.
Jeff Dibble is an inmate at the
Ontario County Jail.
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Celebrating the Faith
You may submit photos with captions to vstpatrick@dor.org.

We help our neighbor through the Christmas Food Boxes

Adult Choir at the Christmas Lessons and Carols

Our families enjoying the Parish Picnic

Our children spend time with Jesus

The Pastoral Council at work during COVID
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Families go through outdoor stations to learn
about the faith
A teen making covenant with God for Confirmation
Preparation

Our knights serve chicken dinner at the Parish
Picnic
Children’s Choir at the Christmas Lessons and Carols

Our youth at the Life Teen Kick-off
Teens at the monthly Wednesday Breakfast
Spring 2022
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Accompanying Our Children
in the Light of Faith
By Kristin Ray

In the Spring of 2021, the climate of the universe continued to take a major shift. For more
than a year, COVID had affected our children’s
lives in ways we did not anticipate. Constant
discussions of politics and COVID in both their
school environment and the
community among hostile
adults were becoming too
frequent during these formative years of their young
lives. My husband, Matthew,
and I decided it was time
for a change.
We toyed with the idea
of private school previously purely for academic
reasons, but never moved
forward. Last Spring, our
desire shifted to searching for school options that
would not only push them
academically but would
benefit them in other ways.
We felt surrounding our
children with others who
shared similar values would
provide lasting benefit. We
did significant research
and became familiar with options in the area.
We valued the mission at many of the parochial
schools. We appreciated the focus on creating
good humans – those who serve others while
improving themselves – while also focusing on
academics.
Our boys, who are currently in 9th and 7th
grades, now attend McQuaid Jesuit High School
and our daughters, who are currently 4th and
5th grades, attend the Charles Finney School.
We are very happy with both schools and the
emphasis they each place on stewardship and
serving others, as well as educating on Theology
and Bible Studies.
18
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At our boys’ school, a course in Theology is required. Mass is offered on all holy days of obligation and monthly, family members are invited
to join. Serving others is an overriding theme.
Annual service hours are required, including a
large service project at the
culmination of their senior
year.
At our girls’ school, faith in
God and love for God are
woven throughout their
day. They are invited to
share prayer requests daily.
School wide church services occur on a weekly basis,
as well as daily Bible Studies and weekly Bible verse
memorization activities.
Throughout the year, there
is an emphasis placed on
performing acts of compassion. Students are encouraged to complete a total of
24 acts through the year.
Faith has always been a
part of our children’s lives.
We have developed their
faith by attending Mass and watching them
actively participate in lectoring, singing in the
church choir, playing their cellos during Mass,
altar serving and volunteering during the week
of VBS or Sacraments Camp.
It has been wonderful to see their continued
growth while attending parochial schools. They
have been challenged both academically and
spiritually, and we couldn’t be happier.
Kristin Ray lives in Victor with her
husband Matthew and 4 children.
She has been a parishioner of St
Patrick’s for over 10 years.

Visit us on the web @ tambeelectric.com
Incorporated since 1971, Tambe Electric Incorporated has
completed projects in many areas of the Northeastern USA.
Tambe provides electrical project management, construc�on,
design build and services in the following divisions:

Commercial:

Communications:

▪ Mul�‐residen�al buildings, nursing
homes, ins�tu�onal buildings, retail
stores, warehouses, and oﬃces
▪ Site and underground
▪ Security and re alarm
▪ Electrical distribu�on systems

▪ OSP Aerial/Underground coaxial
cable and ber op�cs
▪ Fusion splicing with quad module
OTDR test results
▪ ISP structured network cabling with
Fluke Networks DTX 1800 test results

Industrial:

24/7 Service:

▪ Manufacturing facili�es and food
processing plants
▪ Class 1 Division 1
▪ Meet AIB & SQF guidelines
▪ IP 67 compliant
▪ Panel fabrica�on and design

▪ Aerial ligh�ng repair/installa�on
▪ Electrical, data, phone, re alarm
and door entry systems
▪ Residen�al, commercial, industrial
troubleshoo�ng and repairs
▪ Emergency response

For more informa�on contact us at 585‐924‐8700

In the Spirit of
Accompaniment
By Deacon John Payne

There have been many victims of the COVID
virus… many continued to be affected even as
we tried desperately to develop a vaccine to
combat and protect us from the ever-changing
faces of the disease. Some victims were directly
affected as thousands of people lost their lives
to this virus. There was a lot of collateral damage attributed to it also…
many businesses closed
their doors to never open
again; we are re-thinking
the ways our children are
taught in and out of the
classrooms; we are working remotely, away from
our offices and fellow
workers; and we are visiting family and friends via
Zoom and cell phones,
all without the benefit of
hugs and physical contact. Many are afraid...
and alone.
Another victim of the
disease has been our
worship and our Church
communities. Some are
still worshipping remotely, without the benefit of
the feeling of the sacred and without receiving
the Body and Blood of Christ. The Church has
called us to return to the Holy Mass, but with the
understanding that if one is not yet comfortable
with returning, one can still attend remotely...
and many do.
Another victim is accompaniment. I have a hard
time pronouncing this five-syllable word and I
have even a harder time understanding what it
is and how it relates to us as Church. I started by
looking for it in our Catechism... it’s not there. I
went to the dictionary... it defines it this way:
20
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accompaniment (noun)
accompaniments (plural noun)
1.1 a musical part that supports or partners a solo
instrument, voice, or group. “she sang to a guitar
accompaniment,” “sonatas for piano with violin
accompaniment”
1.2 a piece of music played
to complement or as background to an activity. “lush
string accompaniments to
romantic scenes in movies”
2. something that is supplementary to or complements something else,
typically food. “sugar snap
peas make a delicious accompaniment for salmon”
synomyms: complement,
supplement, addition, adjunct, appendage, companion, accessory
I was never a musician or
a chef, but reading these
definitions, especially the
synonyms, helped me begin to understand its application to the faith that
we share as Church, going back to the life of Jesus. Jesus called his disciples and most responded immediately. Some said “no”... others left Him
because they were too attached to their way of
life and possessions... others found him too radical, heretical, or just plain jealous because of His
popularity. All this was okay because we were
created with a conscience and a free will.
Another way to look at accompaniment is if
you have been following our parish bulletin, for
several weeks in January there is a section titled,

“MEMBERSHIP and PARISH LIFE: because Jesus
called a community.” It continues:
In the Spirit of Accompaniment
We are not going to agree on everything - this is
a fact of everyday life, even among the faithful.
Jesus Himself faced opposition from His own
people. So, why would we expect different treatment?
How do we then handle differences of opinion? One, recognize the need to listen.
Two,
recognize the need to encounter the other. Be
ready to discuss. Know what is being said, what
is valued by the other. Explore common points
and doable solutions, if any and as needed. In
the discussion, respectful debate may happen
to present sides and seek to convince the other.
If and when debate happens, remain respectful
and make sure both sides are heard. Avoid diatribe, where only one-way communication happens and there is no intent to listen to the other.
Emotional and hurtful exchanges will not resolve
anything. Saint Patrick, pray for us
“Saint Patrick, pray for us.” This ejaculation
seems to explain a lot. WE are asking for help...
just like Jesus couldn’t do it alone, we can’t
either. In looking at the Catechism again, I found

under Community, two sub areas, ecclesial community and the apostolate of the laity, and ecclesial community and prayer.
Under the first reference, ecclesial community
and the apostolate of the laity, it directed me to
paragraph 900. It reads as follows:
Since, like all the faithful, lay Christians are entrusted by God with the apostolate by virtue of
their Baptism and Confirmation, they have the
right and duty, individually or grouped in associations, to work so that the divine message
of salvation may be known and accepted by
all men throughout the earth. This duty is the
more pressing when it is only through them that
men can hear the Gospel and know Christ. Their
activity in ecclesial communities is so necessary
that, for the most part, the apostolate of the
pastors cannot be fully effective without it.
This paragraph emphasizes the importance of
our vocation as the Christian laity... namely to
work not only for our own salvation but for that
of all people throughout the earth. And our
pastors and clerics cannot do it alone... just like
Jesus couldn’t. And a logical tool to accomplish
this is the Spirit of Accompaniment.
Under the second reference, ecclesial commuSpring 2022
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nity and prayer, it directed me to paragraph
2691:
The church, the house of God, is the proper
place for the liturgical prayer of the parish
community. It is also the privileged place for
adoration of the real presence of Christ in
the Blessed Sacrament. The choice of a favorable place is not a matter of indifference
for true prayer.
I know that we have a choice to return to the
Holy Mass in person, and maybe to help us
with that decision, this paragraph emphasizes why we should return to the house of
God as the proper place for our worship and
prayer as Christians... it is our right and duty.
Saint Patrick, pray for us. Help
us to help each other in the
Spirit of Accompaniment.
—Deacon John Payne

22

St. Patrick’s Magazine ] Spring 2022

Welcome to Our Parish!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Greg, Kamilia, Collin, Austin & Mason Bracci
Deric, Anna, Lucy & Oliver Brown
Bonita Coyles
James Darocha
Brandon, Sarah & Samuel Dirks
Nick, Kristin, Anna, Nora, Ellis & Lucia Marino
Michelle & Cory Martino
Steve Peardon
Thomas & Alison Reidy
Edmund Ronan
Robert Sieben
David & Rita Watson
Julie Wolf

Lent and Easter Schedule
March 2 Wednesday. Ash Wednesday. 7 AM:
Liturgy of the Word, Noon and 7 PM: Mass.
March 11 Friday. Eucharistic Adoration, 9 AM

April 12 Tuesday. Chrism Mass, 6 PM, Sacred
Heart Cathedral.

April 14 Thursday, Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 7

until 7 PM.

PM.

March 13-15 Sunday-Tuesday. Parish Retreat:

April 15 Friday. Passion of the Lord, 3 PM.

The Art of Accompaniment, 7 PM (see www.
staptricksvictor.org)

April 16 Saturday. Easter Vigil, 8 PM.

7 PM.

March 21 Monday. Singing the Mass Workshop,

April 17 Sunday. Easter Sunday, 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 5 PM.

March 22 Tuesday, Lenten Day of Penance. 1

May 15 Sunday. May Crowning followed by

March 23 Wednesday. Eucharistic Adoration, 9

May 16 Monday. Easter Concert, 7 PM.

March 27 Sunday. Youth-led Compline, 7:30

May 23 Monday. Singing Sequences: Ancient
Treasure Houses of Poetry and Prayer, 7 PM.

April 3 Sunday. Youth-led Stations of the Cross,

May 25-26 Wednesday-Thursday. Ascension. 7
PM (Vigil) and Noon.

PM until 8 PM.

AM until 7 PM.

PM.

2 PM.

April 4 Monday. Eucharistic Adoration, 9 AM

until 7 PM.

April 9-10 Saturday-Sunday. Palm Sunday, 4:30

Compline, 7:15 PM, Mary’s Grotto.

June 3 Friday. Clarinet and Piano Concert, 7 PM.
June 4-5 Saturday-Sunday. Pentecost. 4:30 PM
(Vigil), 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM, 5 PM.

PM, 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM, 5 PM

Be a part of a
future issue of Saint
Patrick’s Magazine.
See below for editorial
and advertising deadlines.
2022 Fall Issue
Street Date: Sept. 2, 2022
Ad Deadline: Aug. 12, 2022

Actual Size

Business
Card Size Ad
for the
Next Issue …
only $95!
Contact
Rich O’Donnell at
richard.odonnell@dor.org
to book your space.

Editorial Deadline: Aug. 5, 2022
Spring 2022
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St. Patrick’s Preschool
celebrates 25 years!
Established in 1996, St. Patrick’s Preschool has been providing academic
excellence for 3-5 years old’s for 25
years! Our preschool offers a developmentally appropriate theme-based
curriculum, guided by the Diocese of
Rochester Preschool Curriculum and
the New York State Standards, that
encourages all students to reach their
full potential by forming and nurturing
God-given gifts of faith and reason.

Now offering full-day
PreK for 2022-2023!
Check Us Out on Social Media:

• Preschool Facebook:
stpatrickspreschoolvictor
• Instagram: @stpatrickspreschool

As parents, we fully entrust our
greatest blessings to the staff at
St. Pats! Our experience has been
nothing short of wonderful. The
teachers have had such a profound impact on our daughter,
going above and beyond to make
her feel valued each and every
day. There is a constant flow of
positivity and the teachers & staff
have truly taken the time to get
to know our family and create a
warm & happy learning environment. We are so grateful!”
- Matt & Sarah Kelley

