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A Parish Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, pierce my 

soul with your love so that I 

may always long for you 

alone, who are the bread of 

angels and the fulfillment of 

the soul’s deepest desires. 

May my heart always hunger 

and feed upon you so that my 

soul may be filled with the 

sweetness of your presence. 

May my soul thirst for you, 

who are the source of life, 

wisdom, knowledge, light and 

all the riches of God our Fa-

ther. May I always seek and 

find you, think upon you, 

speak to you and do all things 

for honor and glory of your 

holy name. Be always my only 

hope, my peace, my refuge 

and my help in whom my 

heart is rooted so that I may 

never be separated from you. 

Amen. 
 

- Saint Bonaventure, 1221-

1274, Desire for Closer Union. 
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III. The Domestic Church in God’s Plan of Salvation  
(Please refer to the Catechism, §1655-1658) 

Christ chose to be born and grow up in the bosom of the holy family of 
Joseph and Mary. The Church is nothing other than “the family of God.” 
From the beginning, the core of the Church was often constituted by 
those who had become believers “together with all [their] household.” 
When they were converted, they desired that “their whole household” 
should also be saved. These families who became believers were islands 
of Christian life in an unbelieving world.        - Catechism, §1655 

Jesus was born in the heart of the family. In so doing, he gave his 
Church both familial face and familial intimacy. God is the common Fa-
ther of all believers. Mary is the Blessed Mother of the faithful. Joseph 
is the protector of the Church. And Jesus is our brother.  

In his public ministry, when Jesus began calling his disciples, he be-
gan touching their families as well - remember Jesus healing Peter’s 
mother-in-law, the Canaanite and her daughter, and even the centuri-
on and his household servant. Indeed, when one encounters Jesus, that 
person desires that the rest of his/her household would also encounter 
and come to know Jesus. 
It is here that the father of the family, the mother, children, and all 
members of the family exercise the priesthood of the baptized in a privi-
leged way “by the reception of the sacraments, prayer and thanksgiv-
ing, the witness of a holy life, and self-denial and active charity.” Thus 
the home is the first school of Christian life and “a school for human en-
richment.”                                                           - Catechism, §1657 

What makes the family Christian? In the Christian family, Christian 
disciples intentionally form other Christian disciples. By marriage, par-
ents exercise their priesthood over their household. By Baptism, every 
member exercises his/her priesthood for fellow family members.  

How? According to what Jesus did for his disciples. By entering 
more deeply into his Paschal Mystery, and for us, through the sacra-
ments. By teaching us how to encounter God in prayer. By living ac-
cording to the Kingdom of God, in community as Church. By living a life 
that is intentional about knowing oneself and stepping out of oneself, 
through good stewardship and generous service for others. For these, 
the family home is rightly called “the domestic church.” 


