INQUIRY

The Bible

“| get that Jesus was a real person. But how do you know he actually did all those things people said
he did in the Bible? Isn't the Bible just a bunch of stories?” Lisa asked.

“The Bible isn't like a history textbook,” Mrs. Evans answered. “We can't flip through it to pick out
certain historical facts. But it's not a storybook, either. Everything the Bible teaches us about God
and about how to live our lives is truth.” Mrs. Evans held up her Bible, saying, “This is one of the most
important things you can take with you on your faith journey.”
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JOURNEY OF EAIFH

List two or three things you know or
have heard about the Bible.

What Is the Bible?

The Bible is a collection of books about God and
God's people. It begins when God created the
world and all living things. The Bible tells about
history and travels, victory and failure. There are
stories, songs, blessings, and rules. It tells us how
Jesus came into our world and how God wants us
to live our faith.

Who Wrote the Bible?

It took hundreds of years and a lot of people to
write the Bible we use today. But that doesn’t
mean the Bible is made up. The Bible is like a
collection of memories people had about God,
and through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit
they were able to share those memories with the
people who would come after them.

Because all those memories came from God, and
because God is Truth, we know we can trust the
truths in the Bible. The Holy Spirit inspired the
biblical authors to write down their experiences
E and wisdom so everyone could hear God's

word.

What do you think it means !
to be inspired? /!

___________________
_________________________

What's in the Bible?

There are different types of writing in the Bible:
historical stories, poems, songs, and messages
from God's prophets. We can't read a book of
poems like a history book because they each have
a different purpose. Poems use images to teach
us about life or the world. History books give us
facts about people, dates, and events. When we
understand the kind of writing we're reading, we
understand the Bible better.

The Bible has two main sections: the Old
Testament and the New Testament. The Old
Testament is about God's people before Jesus.

It tells us about God's laws, how God helped

his Chosen People, and even about the coming
Messiah, Jesus. The New Testament tells us about
Jesus and the things he taught when he was on
earth. It also tells us about the early Church.

The Old Téstament

The Old Testament took almost a thousand

years to write. The first five books are called the
Pentateuch or the Torah. These books explain the
promises and laws between God and his people,
the Israelites. God told his people he would send
them a Messiah, a Savior. But the people didn't
know who Jesus was. They waited, wondered, and
prepared.
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EXPLORING THE GOSPELS

Find these stories in your Bible and read along. Then answer the questions below.

If you need help, ask your group leader or a parent.

1. What's happening in this story?
2. How do people in the story feel?
3. What does Jesus do?

4. How does God show his love for you?

Matthew 3:13-17 (The Baptism of Jesus)
1.

2

Matthew 9:18-26 (The Official’s Daughter)
1.

2,

* The Bible is unique and historical.

* Scripture is the sacred and inspired
word of God.

* Scripture should be read carefully and thoughtfully.
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The process by which adults are initiated into the Catholic faith throughout the
United States is now called the OCIA—the Order of Christian Initiation of Adults.
“Order" is a clearer translation of the Latin term for the process formerly known as
the RCIA—the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. People preparing for baptism
and reception into the Church celebrate several rites as part of the order to which
those rites belong—an order whose mission is to journey in the faith. The US
Conference of Catholic Bishops adopted the name change in 2021, with American
dioceses introducing the name thereafter. For more information, please contact
your local diocese.
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Mark 4:35-41 (Jesus Calms the Storm)
1.

2,

Mark 6:45-52 (Jesus Walks on Water)
il

2,

John 2:1-11 (The Wedding at Cana)
1

2.
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